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Luerssen Australia 

A major boost for Australian shipbuilding 

 

One of the world’s leading shipbuilders, Luerssen, has unveiled plans to establish its Australian 

office in the Australian Marine Complex in Henderson WA to service the growing Asia-Pacific market. 

 

In a major boost for Australian manufacturing, the more than 140-year-old German company will team up 

with Henderson-based Forgacs (Civmec) and ASC to establish an Australian naval shipbuilding capability. 

 

Using the world’s most advanced shipbuilding technology, Luerssen has built over 550 high-quality naval 

vessels for the German Navy and many other customers worldwide, including in the Asia-Pacific. 

 

Chief executive and fourth-generation family member Peter Luerssen said Australia had the potential to 

become a world force in shipbuilding, supplying high quality vessels to both the domestic and regional 

market. 

 

“With our partners Luerssen Australia will develop a regional export hub to capture the significant 

opportunities that are emerging in Asia-Pacific,” Mr Luerssen said. 

 

“We have every expectation that Luerssen Australia will forge a new Australian naval shipbuilding capability, 

supplying Australian-made ships backed by more than 140 years of German engineering experience.” 

 

The official announcement of Luerssen Australia’s new office will be made at a function to be attended by 

Western Australian Premier Mark McGowan, Senator Chris Back representing Minister for Defence Industry 

Hon Christopher Pyne and leading members of the Perth business community. 
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Luerssen is one of three shortlisted bidders for the Royal Australian Navy’s SEA1180 Phase 1 Offshore 

Patrol Vessel Project.  

 

Mr Luerssen said the partnership with ASC and Forgacs (Civmec) would provide a boost for Australian 

suppliers, particularly small-and medium-sized enterprises who will have unprecedented opportunities to tap 

into a genuinely international supply chain.  

 

“We will be working with our partners ASC and Forgacs (Civmec) to establish this Australian shipbuilding and 

ship design capability,” Mr Luerssen said. 

 

The German shipbuilder is particularly excited to be partnering with Henderson-based Civmec, which is 

investing more than $80 million to extend its Henderson manufacturing facility which once completed will be 

an 18-storey building with a gross floor area of 53,000 square metres. The undercover facility will big enough 

to house air warfare destroyers, frigates and OPVs. 

 

“ASC and Forgacs have incredible shipbuilding pedigree. Forgacs parent Civmec handles some of the 

world’s most complex manufacturing projects.” 

 

Luerssen will have its office in the Australian Marine Complex Technology Precinct next to the Jackovich 

Centre in Henderson.  

 

About Luerssen  

Since 1875, the Northern German group of companies, Luerssen, has been renown worldwide for the 

highest product quality as well as innovative technologies in naval shipbuilding. The family-owned company, 

based in Bremen, specialises in the design and manufacture of naval and coastguard vessels and mega-

yachts. Luerssen’s portfolio also includes extensive through life support services, including repairs, refits, 

maintenance and training. With six highly specialised Shipyards in Bremen, Hamburg, Mecklenburg-

Vorpommern, Lower Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein, Luerssen will continue to rely on its proven 

shipbuilding tradition and the passion of its employees. 

 

For further media enquiries, please contact 

Sara Hourigan from Newgate Australia on sara.hourigan@newgatecomms.com.au or 0468 922 107  

Steve Lewis from Newgate Australia on steve.lewis@newgatecomms.com.au or 0419 292 245  


